
 

West Bridgewater Historical Commission 

Meeting Minutes 

September 13, 2017 

 

Location:   West Bridgewater Town Museum 

In Jim’s absence, Vice Chairman Bob Bevis chaired the meeting 

Called to Order:  5:33 P.M. 

Present:  Commission Members Bob Bevis, Joan McAndrew, Tom McAndrew, Dorna Bevis, Chris 
Newman and Jon Ames II 

Excused Absent:  Jim Benson 

Quorum met with six of the seven members present 

Bob read an e-mail from Jim Benson sent earlier today.  Adding two items to the agenda:  Setting 
Octobers Museum opening dates and a request from Town Administrator David Gagne for $350.00 from 
our budget to cover one half of the $700.00 expense for fourteen (14) historic images for the upstairs of 
the Town Hall. 

Tom distributed copies of the minutes of the August 16, 2017 meeting.  Members found three typos.  
Chris moved to accept the minutes as corrected, Tom seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 

Joan reported $1,750.00 in the Operating Budget and $3,762.54 in the Museum Donation Account.  
Figures in both accounts were as of July 31, 2017.  In addition, Joan reported she recently gave a 
$500.00 check from Barrett’s Ale House to the Town Treasurer to be put into the Museum Donation 
Account. 

On old business Bob said that he had nothing to update on the Museum’s window tinting. 

The Meeting then addressed new business. 

Bob then addressed the $350.00 request to cover one half of the fourteen (14) historic images to 
decorate the upstairs of the Town Hall.  Joan moved to take the $350.00 from our Operating Budget to 
pay Stonehill College toward the cost of the fourteen (14) historic images to decorate the upstairs of the 
Town Hall, Jon seconded and the motion passed unanimously. 

Members discussed October Museum openings.  It was agreed that the Town Museum would be open 
on Wednesday October 4, 2017 from 4:00 P.M. to 7:00 P.M. and Wednesday October 25, 2017 from 
4:00 P.M. to 7:00 P.M. 
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Bob listed some of the gifts given to the Museum by Library Director, Ellen Snoeyenbos.  They include a 
rolltop desk, two Paul Revere Brown paintings, two famous framed autographs, (1) Henry W. Longfellow 
signed in 1877 and (2) Thornton Burgess and also a postcard framed picture of the center of West 
Bridgewater. 

Updating Museum displays was next on the agenda.  Chris suggested that a future display could be of 
memorabilia of different high school graduating classes. 

Bob added that the Commission revisit the Pleasant Hill and Thayer Graveyard signage situation at a 
future meeting. 

Bob asked if there was any more new business.  Tom replied that Lisa Urban visited the Museum today 
and asked him if he knew of any historical information on the Underground railroad in West 
Bridgewater.  Tom told her that he did not know of any printed history.  She said that she had been told 
that the Alexander House on South Elm Street had been a stop on the slave railroad.  Tom took her 
contact information and said he would ask Jim Benson at our next meeting for information and get back 
to her. 

Bob asked if there was any more new business.  Hearing none, Chris moved to adjourn, Joan seconded 
and the motion passed unanimously. 

Meeting adjourned at 6:47 P.M. 

Next meeting is scheduled for October 4, 2017 at 5:30 P.M. in the Town Museum. 

Respectfully submitted by Tom McAndrew 

 

 


